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Medical College

1. The Demoeratic Republic of Vietnam {DRV) Medlcal College 1s located at Chiem Hoa,
north of Tuyen Quang. Tuere are now 115 students enrclled in the College, with
gbout 20 in each year of the six-yemr program of studies, The students have com«
pleted secondary schooling and passed the equivalent of a baccalaureat examina-

tion.

2. The staff of the College ie as folluws:

-Director Dr. Ho Dac Gi, former assistant lecturer in the
medical faculty of Hanol University. Dr. Gi is
not a Communist.

General Supervisor of Studles Dr. Le Van Chanh , former pergbr:al physician of

. Ho Chi Minh. Dr. Chanh is & Communist. '

Director of Training Hospital Dr. Ton That Tung; former assistant lecturer in
the medical feculty of Hanoi University. Presi-
~dent of -the DRV Red Cross. As of July 1952 Dr.
Tung was a non-Communist.

Professors Dr. Hosug Tich Tri, a bacteriologist and a non-
Communist .

Dr. Vuw Huu Chenh, Secretary of the DRV Red
Cross, founder of the first-eld corps. Dr.
Chenh 18 considered a reagtionary.
‘Dr. Nguyen Van Tin, a Communist since December
1951.
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Profegsors : Dr. Do Xusn Hop, Director of the Medical Train-

ing School at Thai Nguyen.

Nguy Whu Kontoum, Professor of Physics and
Medical Chemlstry:

The six-year course given at the College is the equivalent of that obtalned at
the Medicsl School of Henoi University. There is, however, one major difference
in the program: The first year is not devoted to basic Instruction in physics,
chemistry, and bilology; courses in these sublects - taught by Nguy Nhu Kontoum =
gre distributed throughout the six«year. course

The Medical College hss always been considered by the DRV as a hotbed of re=
actionsries. Dr. Le Van Chanh, the Communist supervisor responsible for the
politieal life of the College, has been eirtually guaratined by the professors

and students, and he exercises almost no control. About ten percent of the
student body is Communist, but this group has not succeeded in converting the
other students. Drs. Ho Dac G1 and Ton That Tung have repeatedly asserted at
meetings that they intend to serve the Resgistance by training competent technicians
but not to engage in politics. The Medical College is often . ironically referred
to ms the "Kingdom of Ho Dac Gi."

During 1948 and 1949 the DRV authorities divided the College into two sgections:
military medicine and civil medicine. Students in the military medicine section
enjoyed numerous materisl advantages, such as better clothes, better diet, and

more pocket money. It turned out, however, thet Communists were the only students
to enrpll in this section and that the other students refused to do s0. As a
result of a series of incidents between the two sections, the division was abolished
in 195Q. Since 1949 all students sre drafted-for military service.

In July 1952 the DRV suthorities decided to exercise a more striet control over
the Apllege. The class which entered the College-for the 1952-53 scholastie year
4s composed almost entirely of Communlst cadremen, and the secondary-school
diploma is no .longer required for admission. At a frank meetng with his students
in July 1952, Ton That Tung said that henceforth it would be necessery for each
student to come to & politicsl deeision and that it would no longer be possible
to maintain an independent attitude. After this meeting & number of students
escaped; as of late September 1952, 14 of them had gone to Hanol.

These students belleve that the Medical College and DRV doctors in genersl will
from .now on have to tde the Farty linme. In the past they have been in constant
confliet with the military health organization directed by Dr. Vu Van Can. It
is also.believed that Ho Dae (1 and Ton That Tung will be replaced during 1952.
In January 1951 Dr. Nguyén Trinh Co and Dr. Nguyen Si Quoc, both Communists
since 1946; were sent to.the Soviet Union for training, with the expectation

" that they would become directors of the DRV health program upon thelr return.

Co would be in charge of medicgl education, and Quoc would direct the organiza-
tion of preventive medicine.

Chinese» Communist Advisers

In sbout January 1951 two Chinese medical advisers srrived in Vietnam: LIN

Kusn-huei (2651/7070/2037) end WU (fuu) (2976). LIN was sctuslly a pharmscist

trained at a university in Shanghai. He specialized in preventive medicine.
WU, who began his career as & "firgt-sider" (2405/0281), is a surgeon trained
at a Communist medical school.

The arrival of these two advisers gave ri}ae to much criticism and dissatis~
faction in DRV medieal cireles. A congress of doctors and medical students was
held in 1951, after. the battle of Heo Bink, to permit DRV physicians to taken ‘an

extra two months of training under the direction of the Chinese advisers. At

this congress it became evident that WU was much inferior in technlque to .the
Vietnamege doctors. Oppogition to the advieers, led by Ton That Tung, became
overt after a series of technical blunders, one of which wae made during & leg
emputation, snother during ligature of the humeral artery. The Chinese sdvisers
were recalled to China in sbout November 1951, and they have not yet been re~
pleced.
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Living Conditions of Medienl Students

Students at the Medical College are obliged to furnish thelr oWn clothes. ‘They

are fed by the administration of the College. The dsily menu consists of ricey

bolled vegetaubles, arnd selty on holldays there {g méat. As a reward for serylce
in military surglesl units during operatilong, the students ocecssionslly recelive

bonuses of 50,000 Ho Chl Minh piasters,

Surglesl Units

Surgical unlts ere organized during DRV military ovperations. They are organized
end directed from the technical paint of view by Ton That Tung, from the adminis-
trative poilnt of view by Vu Vau Can's wilitery health service. This divieion of
responsibility hag given rise to much frietien. There are two types of units:

8. Central Units, which are at the dispoaition of the DRV General Steff. These
uaits are esch comppsed of three physiclans, or three sixth-year mediecsl
students, three third-year medicel students, six "social assigtants™ (first-
degree aoctors) or students from the Thal Nguyen Schoocl, 100 nurses, and 300
a’cretcher-bearern .

b. Secondary units, which are at the dlsposition of the military health units
of DRV Avmy battalions and regimente. The battalions each have & permanent
but riudimentary medical sectionj during operations they send for secondary
surgleal groups. The secondary surgical groups consist of two phusicians or
slxth~year students st the Mediesl College, two third-year students, four
"socisl sesigtants®™ or ptudents from the Thel Nguyen Medical School, 75
nurses, and 200 stretcher<bearers.

A surglesl unit normally works asbout six bmcnt;hs per year. There are now six
Central Surgical Units and eleven Secondary Surgicsl Units. Durdng military
operations such &8s the Hos Binh campaign, all of the unite are mobilized,

DRV Red Cross

There 18 no DRV Red Crods operating as an subonomous welfare organization. The
DRV Red Cross exisis 1p name only sod bas no resl function. The former Cuu Thuong
{first-ald) organization, founded by the Medical Assccistion and students of the
Medical School of Hanoi University, wes lster celled the Red Crogs (Heng Thap Tu)
This organization, however, was sbsorbed by the DRV Military Health Service sg &
part of the Army.

Ton That Tung wag appoiuted President of the Red Cross, with Vuu Huu Chanh 68 his
Deputy, only to conduet relations with the Red Urome organizaetlon in the Frenchw
controlled zone. When the latter broadeasts an appeal to the DRV, the DRV leaders
summon Tung to instruct nim on how to ect on behalf of the DRV Red Cross.

Medical Supplies from China

Chinese Communist medicml aid to the DRV coneists almost entirely of Burgilcsl
instruments wanufactured in Chins. Although the external appearance of these
instruments 18 good, they are of poor guality and wear out after two periods of
military operations at the froot.

Drugs ave rarely received from a:?hinaq When available, they consisgt.only of
powdered 'quinine and & small guanity of "yellow penicillin™. The latter ias suit=
able only for extermnsl spplication.

Virtually =21l pharmecsutical products used by the DRV are of French and American
menufacture, obtained in the Fremcehwcontrolled zone. There is a sufficient quantity
of sulfa drugs and penicillin, but a serious ghortage of guinine and emetine y OF
thelr derivatives. It is precisely illmesses normally treated by quinine and emetine
that are ¢&uﬁing the greatest damage to the DRYV.
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Medical Corndition of DRV Troops

of the various population _elem_en’i[ts in the DRV zone, soldlers sre- the most pampered
by the Governmept. They enjoy the best diet and the best medical care avallasble.
Illnesses resulting from negligence on the part of the muthoritles sre very rare.

25X1

The most common illnesses are malaria, dysentery, snd to a:lesger degreg)” tubercultsis:

However, whereas sovldiers who are sound of body and fit for cowbat receive all
possible eares, wounded soldiers are generally neglected and constitute the most
unfortunate class of the populstion. Wounded soldiers are entrusted to the care
of civilians thought to be especially rich. However, becsuse of transportation
difficulties they are ususlly left in villmges close to the zone of military -

operations. Seversl years ago, when they were less numercus, the wounded were the -
object of ostentatious care and solicitude, as a vehicle of propagands. Now, howe .

ever, with a constant increase in their nuwber, they are virtually abandoned.

Two "Homes for Invalids" exist -~ one in the Tem D40 Mountains west of Thal Nguyen
and the other in Vinh Yen Province. These institutions, however, are only cpen
to Communist wounded .
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